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of the gendarmes on guard had heard the exclamation.
The Incident appeared to him worth inquiring into.
The investigation which followed was not very arduous
because the Prince, asked categorically for his real
name, owned up at once,

*kThe intelligence of the Prince S---------being found

amongst the prisoners was sent to St. Petersburg. His
parents were already there living in sorrow, incertitude,
and apprehension. The capital of the Empire was the
safest place to reside in for a noble whose son had dis-
appeared so mysteriously from home in a time of re-
bellion. The old people had not heard from him, or of
him, for months. They took care not to contradict the
rumours of suicide from despair circulating in the great
world, which remembered the interesting love-match,
the charming and frank happiness brought to an end by
death. But they hoped secretly that their son sur-
vived, and that he had been able to cross the frontier
with that part of the army which had surrendered to the
Prussians.

"The news of his captivity was a crushing blow.
Directly, nothing could be done for him. But the great-
ness of their name, of their position, their wide rela-
tions and connections in the highest spheres, enabled
his parents to act indirectly and they moved heaven
and earth, as the saying is, to save their son from the
* consequences of Ms madness/ as poor Prince John did
not hesitate to express himself. Great personages
were approached by society leaders, high dignitaries
were interviewed, powerful officials were induced to take
an interest in that affair. The help of every possible
secret influence was enlisted. Some private secretaries
got heavy bribes. The mistress of a certain senator
obtained a large sum of money.

"But, as I have said, in such a glaring case no direct